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OPTIONAL COURSE - II 
CONTENT AND METHODS OF TEACHING ENGLISH 

GENERAL ENGLISH 
COURSE MATERIALS 

 
MODEL LESSON PLAN 

 
 Name of the Student Teacher:  Subject  : English (Poem)                        Date        :  
Name of the School  :              Topic    : How the Little Kite Learned to Fly                Duration: 45 minutes 
Standard : VIII               Unit    : The whole poem               Period     : 
Class Strength: 
 
 Instructional Objectives: The pupil 

1. acquires knowledge of the central theme of the poem 
2. understands the thoughts and feelings expressed in the poem 
3. comprehends the meanings of new words 
4. develops interest to appreciate the points of beauty in the poem 
5. develops skills of listening, speaking and reading 
6. develops positive attitude to face the challenges in life by being self confident, bold and determined 

 
Specifications :  The pupil 

1. recalls the events related to the poem 
2. recognizes the sounds and sound units 
3. locates important facts and ideas 
4. grasps the meanings of new words 
5. infers the mood and feelings expressed in the poem 
6. describes the beauty of thought in the poem  
7. gives the central theme of the poem 
8. picks out the rhyming pairs of words 
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9. gives the moral of the poem  
10. gets at the tone and modulation of the speaker 
11. reads with correct pronunciation, proper stress and intonation 
12. summarizes the main ideas of the poem 

 
 
 
Teaching Aids:  
 
                  1. A chart depicting the main theme of the poem 

         2. A chart containing the meanings of new words  
          
Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 

 
The pupil recalls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 recognizes the sounds and 
sound units 
 
 
locates important facts and 
ideas 
 
 
 
 

 
A kite is a light frame of paper and 
wood to be flown in the air with the 
help of a string 
 
Yes. We enjoy flying kites of 
different colors and designs. 
 
The whole poem. 
 
 
 
Katherene Pyle 
 
 
The little kite. 
 
It is about the feelings of a little kite 

 
What is a kite? 
 
 
 
Do you like flying the kites? 
 
 
Recitation of the whole poem by 
the teacher. 
 
 
Who has written the poem? 
 
 
Who is the speaker of the poem? 
 
What is the poem about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blanks:  
The poem “The Little Kite 
Learned to Fly” is written 
by-------------- 
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which wanted to fly high in the sky.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 
grasps the meanings of 
new words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
infers the mood and 
feelings expressed in the 
poem 

 
tranquil – quiet 
 
 
 
stirred – moved 
 
 
 
trembling – shaking 
 
 
 
whirling-moving quickly round and 
round 
 
The little kite thought that it would 
never be able to fly high in the sky 
like other big kites. 
 
The line implies the fearful nature of 
the little kite 

Can you give the meaning of 
“tranquil”? 
The prayer was conducted in a 
tranquil atmosphere. 
 
The lady stirred the potion until 
all the chemicals were dissolved 
in the solution. 
 
The child started trembling with 
fear after seeing the snake in the 
garden. 
 
The kite flew whirling into the 
air to the dismay of everyone. 
 
What did the little kite think it 
can never do? 
 
 
What does the line “I never can 
do it” and “I know I should fall 

Choose the correct 
answer: 
 
(a)tranquil means 
a. war 
b. sleep 
c. quiet 
(b)tremble means 
a. fear 
b. shiver 
c. steady 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blanks: 
“I never can do it”. Here 
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The kite thought that it would fall 
down if it tried to fly high in the sky 

if I tried to fly” imply? 
 
What did the kite think would 
happen if it ever tried to fly? 
 

“I” refers to------------ 
 

 
 

Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
  
  
 
 
 
describes the beauty of 
thought 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The big kite ignored the words of 
the little kite and flew swiftly 
towards the tranquil sky. 
 
The sight of the big kite flying into 
the vast sky made the little kite stir 
with fright. 
 
 
The big kite was the only companion 
to the little kite up in the air 
“Till the big kite looking down 
could see; 
The little one rising steadily.” 
 
“And the boys like small spots 
moving around”. Here, the boys 
playing in the play ground are 
compared to tiny spots moving 
around. 
 

 
How did the big kite react to the 
fear of the small kite? 
 
 
Read the line “…….the little 
kite’s paper stirred at the sight”. 
What was the sight that made it 
stir? 
 
Who were the only companions 
to the little kite up in the air? 
Which lines in the poem tell that 
the big kite kept an eye on the 
little one? 
 
Point out the lines which bring 
about the comparison in the 
poem. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blanks: 
(a) The--------- was the only 
companion to the small kite. 
 
(b) The boys playing in the 
ground are compared to -------
--------moving around. 
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Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
gives the central theme of 
the poem 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The small kite felt proud, happy and 
excited as it sailed along with the 
big kite side by side. 
 
The lines express the happiness of 
the little kite on the attainment of its 
goal. The lines also reveal that the 
kite could achieve success only 
because of its bravery and 
determination. 
 
“Try! Only try! Or I fear you never 
will learn at all” 
 
 
Yes. 
 
The little kite wanted to fly high in 
the sky but was afraid to do so 
because of its fearful nature. 
However, with the encouraging 
words of the big kite it finally 
succeeds in the accomplishment of 
its task. The little kite realizes that 
there is no substitute for bravery and 
that hard work alone will bring its 
own reward. 
 

 
How did the small kite feel when 
it sailed with the big kite? 
 
 
“Oh! How happy I am ---- All  
because I ‘was brave and tried” 
what is implied in this line? 
 
 
 
 
Read out the lines which 
emphasize the encouraging 
words of the big kite. 
 
Do you like the poem? 
 
What is the central theme of the 
poem? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Choose the correct answer: 
“Oh! How happy I am !”,here 
“ I’ refers to 
(a)little kite 
(b) big kite 
(c ) poet 
 
Who said “Try! Only try! or I 
fear you never will learn at all” 
(a)little kite 
(b) big kite 
(c ) boys 
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Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 
 
picks out rhyming pairs of 
words 
 
 
gives the moral of the 
poem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
gets at the tone and 
modulation of the speaker 
 
reads with correct 
pronunciation, proper 
stress and intonation 

 
said - head                       side - pride                   
fly - try                            sight - flight 
ground - round                 all – fall  
cried - tried                       by - sky 
 
The moral of the poem is that to be 
successful in life one must work hard 
with determination and be courageous. 
One must face the challenges in life by 
being brave, courageous and 
determined. 
 
 
The whole poem 
 
 
The whole poem 
 
 
 

 
Pick out the rhyming pairs of 
words 
 
 
 
What is the moral of the poem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading aloud by the teacher 
 
 
Reading aloud by the pupils. 

Give the correct pair of 
rhyming word 

a. fly- 
b. side- 
c. cried- 
d. ground- 

 
 
Fill in the blanks: 
One should face the challenges 
in life by being----------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the poem aloud. 
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Review: 
 

1. What is the advice of the poet to the young children? 
2. Quote the lines from the poem which express the fearful nature of the little kite. 
3. How did the kite feel when it sailed with the big kite? 

 
Assignment: 
 

1. Explain the lines: “ How happy I am; 
                                    And all because I was brave and tried”  
2. Summarize the main ideas of the poem. 
3. Learn the poem by heart. 

 
Signature of the Student Teacher                                                                                                Signature of the Guide Teacher

Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
  summarizes the main 
ideas of the poem 

The poem expresses the fearful nature of a 
little kite which wants to fly high in the sky. 
Initially the little kite was afraid to fly high 
into the sky and was highly pessimistic. But 
later on with the motivating words of the 
big kite, it gathers courage and learns to fly 
slowly. Finally, it successfully learns to fly 
high in the whirling sky. It makes the little 
kite feel proud and happy ultimately. In this 
poem the poet addresses the small children 
and emphasizes that one can accomplish 
any task in life with determination, self 
confidence and boldness. 
 

Summarize the ideas contained 
in the poem. 
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MODEL LESSON PLAN 
 

Name of the Student Teacher:  Subject  : English (Prose)                        Date        :  
Name of the School  :              Topic    : The Music Maestro                                         Duration: 45 minutes 
Standard : VIII               Unit    : The First Four Paragraphs                         Period     : 
Class Strength: 
 
 Instructional Objectives: The pupil 

1.acquires knowledge of the following teaching items: 
                                                                                 (a)Question Tags(Revision) 
                                                                                 (b)Phrasal Verb (Presentation) 
2.understands the above teaching items and the life of the music maestro, Beethoven 
3.comprehends the meanings of new words 
4.develops skills of listening, speaking and reading and writing 

 
Specifications :  The pupil 

1. recalls the “question tags” 
2. uses the “question tags” 
3.recognizes the phrasal verbs 
4.reads from the substitution table 
5.uses the phrasal verbs 
6.grasps the meanings of new words 
7.uses the new words in sentences 
8.reads the passage silently 
9. gives the central idea of the passage 
10. locates important facts and ideas 
11.reads with correct pronunciation, proper stress and intonation 
12. summarizes the whole unit 

 
Teaching Aids:  
                  1. A chart depicting the picture of Beethoven 
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         2. A chart containing the meanings of new words  
                        
Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 

 
The pupil recalls  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
uses the old structure 
 
 
 
 
 
recognizes the new 
structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. She was present yesterday, 
wasn’t she? 
 
2. You met me at the station, didn’t 
you? 
 
3. We should be punctual, shouldn’t 
we? 
 
 
 
1. Time waits for no man, does it? 
2. They have seen the picture before, 
haven’t they?  
3. He often comes late, doesn’t he?  
4. Let us go now, shall we? 
 
A phrasal verb is a combination of a 
verb and a particle. The particle may 
be either a preposition or an adverb.  
The following are some of the 
phrasal verbs. 
 
 

1. She was present yesterday. 
She was present yesterday, 
wasn’t she? 
2. You met me at the station. 
You met me at the station, 
didn’t you? 
3. We should be punctual. 
We should be punctual, 
shouldn’t we? 
                                  (Drill) 
Supply the question tag for the 
following sentences: 
1. Time waits for no man. 
2. They have seen the picture 
before.  
3. He often comes late. 
4. Let us go now. 
 
What is a phrasal verb? 
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Specifications 

Content Learning Experience Evaluation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 reads from substitution 
table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bring about:- cause something to 
happen 
Gandhiji brought about a change in 
the attitude of the Indians. 
 
carry out:-obey orders 
The servant sincerely carried out 
the orders 
 
look after :- take care 
Both my parents are abroad. My 
grand mother looks after the family. 
 
give up:-abandon or stop  
One must give up bad habits. 
 
 
 
Jessie 
 
He  
 
She  
 
They 
 
John 

turned down 
the offer 
gave away the 
prizes 
called for the 
applications. 
put on a new 
dress. 

 

Gandhiji brought about a 
change in the attitude of the 
Indians. 
                                       (Drill) 
 
The servant sincerely carried 
out the orders.                                                         
                                       (Drill) 
 
Both my parents are abroad. My 
grand mother looks after the 
family. 
                                      (Drill) 
One must give up bad habits. 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the sentences from the 
given substitution table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the following phrasal 
verbs in sentences of your 
own. 

(a) put off 
(b) call for 
(c) laugh over 
(d) take up 
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Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 
uses the new structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
recalls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 grasps the meanings of 
new words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I called on Jackson yesterday. 
 
This medicine should be kept away 
from children 
 
How are you getting on with your 
studies? 
 
A.R.Rahman  
 
 
 
 
Michael Jackson 
 
 
 
Maestro-  master of an art 
 
 
Celebrity- a famous person 
 
Piano-a large musical instrument 
 
Violin-a four stringed musical 
instrument made of wood 

Use the following phrasal verbs 
in sentences of your own. 
1.call on 
I called on Jackson yesterday. 
2.Keep away 
This medicine should be kept 
away from children. 
3.Get on 
How are you getting on with 
your studies? 
 
Can you guess the name of the 
famous Tamil music composer 
who gave a scintillating tune to 
our national song? 
 
Can you name a music maestro 
of the recent times who is 
renowned for his musical 
contributions all over the world? 
Mozart was a great music 
maestro. 
 
Sachin Tendulkar is a celebrity 
in the field of cricket. 
 
Johnson is busy attending the 
classes for learning piano and 
violin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sentences of your own 
by using the following words: 

(a) celebrity 
(b) piano 
(c) maestro 
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Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 uses the new words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reads the passage silently 
 
gives the central idea of 
the passage 
 
 

Excel - do extremely well 
 
Compositions - pieces of music 
 
 
 
Rapture - great joy 
 
 
Concert - a musical performance 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The musical concert was held in 
the open ground. 
2. Vivek excelled in the field of 
computer graphics. 
3.He received many awards for his 
musical compositions. 
 
First four paragraphs of the lesson. 
 
The passage is about the life of the 
great music maestro, Ludwig Van 
Beethoven. 
 
 

Anand wanted to excel in the 
game of Chess. 
Marshall brought about 
reformation in the nature and 
techniques of music through his 
musical compositions. 
Every one was moved by the 
rapture of the musical master 
pieces. 
The musical concert was held to 
raise funds for the orphanage. 
Fill in the blanks by using the 
following words: 
( excelled, compositions, 
concert) 
1. The musical --------was held 
in the open ground. 
2. Vivek ---------in the field of 
music. 
3.He received many awards for 
his musical ----------- 
 
Silent reading by the pupils. 
 
What is the passage about? 
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Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 locates important facts 
and ideas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ludwig Van Beethoven is one of the 
greatest and most original composers 
of all times. He is considered as one of 
the outstanding musical geniuses. Even 
as a boy of five, he evinced great 
interest in music. 
 
In all branches of music. 
He was born in Bonn, Germany, on 
December 16, 1770.  
Johanam and Maria. 
His father arranged for a special 
coaching for his son in piano and 
violin.  
Great music composers. 
Neefe. He predicted that one day 
Beethoven would certainly become a 
second Mozart. 
Beethoven visited Vienna in 1787, to 
meet the great composer Mozart. 
 
His mother died when he was sixteen 
and his father became an alcoholic. He 
had to look after all his six younger 
brothers.  
He had to go to Vienna along with his 
brothers to try his luck and make a  
living out of his music. 

 
Who is Ludwig Van Beethoven? 
 
 
 
 
 
In which field did he excel? 
Where and when was he born? 
 
Who were his parents? 
How did his father encourage 
him? 
 
Who are Bach and Mozart? 
Who was the music teacher of 
Beethoven? What did he predict? 
 
When did he visit Vienna? Why? 
 
 
What challenges did Beethoven 
face during his childhood? 
 
 
What happened after his father’s 
death? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose the best possible 
option from the choice give  
1. Beethoven was born in the 
year 
(a)1777 
(b)1770 
(c ) 1776 
2. The music teacher of 
Beethoven was 
(a) Bach 
( b) Neefe 
( c ) Mozart 
3. Beethoven made great 
contributions in the field of  
(a) dance 
(b)music  
(c ) literature 
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Review:1. Who is Beethoven? Why do you consider him great? 
             2. Who was the teacher of Beethoven? What did he predict? 
Assignment: 

1. Give a brief account of Beethoven’s childhood. 
2. Explain the greatness of Beethoven as a musical genius.             

Signature of the Student Teacher                                                                                   Signature of the Guide Teacher 

Specifications Content Learning Experience Evaluation 
 reads the passage with 
correct pronunciation, 
proper stress and 
intonation 
 
summarizes 

The first four paragraphs of the lesson. 
 
 
 
 
Beethoven is one of the greatest and most 
original composers of all times. He is 
considered as one of the outstanding 
musical geniuses .He was born in Bonn, 
Germany, in1770.He had great interest in 
music even as a boy. He excelled in playing 
piano and violin at a very young age. His 
teacher, Neefe predicted that one day 
Beethoven would become a second Mozart. 
Beethoven had to face many challenges in 
life as a child. He had to shoulder the 
responsibility of his six younger brothers as 
his mother died when he was sixteen and his 
father became an alcoholic. He had to go to 
Vienna along with his brothers to try his 
luck and make a living out of his music. 
 

Loud reading by the pupils. 
 
 
 
 
Summarizes the main ideas in 
the four passages. 
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UNIT I 
 
What is summarising? 
Summarising involves taking the main ideas from a piece of text and rewriting them in your own words. A summary is 
significantly shorter than the original text and tends to give an overview of a topic area. 
  

Tips for summarising 
o Highlight the main ideas in the text you want to summarise (do not include any minor details) 
o Combine these ideas together in your own words 
o Correctly interpret the original 
o Do not include your own opinion or add extra information 
o Use your own words and not those of the original author (unless using quotation marks) 
o Remember to cite your source using a recognised referencing format 
o Keep reminding your reader that you are summarising the work of someone else: 
o The author goes on to say that ... 
o The text further states that ... 

  
What is paraphrasing? 
Paraphrasing means to rewrite an author's ideas in your own words. This still means that you have to cite the original text. 
Often you are referring to a text in greater detail than you would in a summary. You may only be paraphrasing a sentence 
or two. Paraphrasing enables you to explore and interrogate individual ideas at a deeper level. 
  

Tips for paraphrasing 
o Read the text several times to understand the meaning 
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o Extract the main idea from the sentence and think about it on its own 
o Frame the idea in a new sentence 
o You could try and structure the sentence differently (try starting with the main idea) 
o Now return to the original and make sure that the meaning is still the same and that nothing has been misinterpreted 
o Remember to cite your source using a recognised referencing format 

  
What does it mean to use direct quotations? 
Using direct quotations means to copy an original piece of text word for word. To show that you are doing this, you need 
to enclose all the original text in quotation marks. It can be particularly useful to directly quote an author when: 

o The author's style is clear and engaging 
o The author's views support your own exactly 
o When it is important that your reader knows exactly what an author has said about a topic 

Tips for using direct quotations 
o It is best to use small quotations as it means that you can make an evaluation on a single idea rather than many ideas 
o Enclose the quotation in quotation marks (either single or double are fine, but be consistent) 

o If you do quote more than three lines of text, indent the whole quotation (you do not need quotation marks when you 
do this) 

o If you do not need to use all of the quotation, then you can use ellipses [...] to show that parts are missing 
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UNIT-II 
Kwantlen Counselling Services Present . . . 

The SQ3R Reading Method 
What on earth is the SQ3R method of reading? It is a way to read academic material such as textbooks, articles, research studies or 
manuals that can increase your comprehension of what you are reading and improve your ability to recall it. With the SQ3R method, 
your active involvement in the reading process is required – in fact, it is demanded! We won’t sugar-coat it: reading textbooks is hard 
work. But the SQ3R method can make that work less difficult and perhaps, even a little more interesting. Why SQ3R? 
Evidence of the success of this method has been obtained from several studies. In one experiment several sections of a how-to-study 
class measured their reading ability (reading rate and comprehension accuracy) on a test that dealt with the history of Canada. They 
were then given practice in the use of the SQ3R Method for several days, after which they took another comparable reading test. 
Before training in SQ3R, the average reading level for the classes was at only the 34th percentile, but after training, it was at the 53rd 
percentile. In another experiment, two quizzes of equal difficulty were prepared. For the first quiz, the students studied their own way, 
but for the second quiz, they were shown how to predict quiz questions with the SQ3R method. The average number of errors on the 
first quiz was 15, but on the second quiz the average was only 6. To the author, one of the most convincing arguments for the method 
were the comments of students who tried it and found that it worked, such as:  
· “I predicted 15 of the 20 [quiz] questions he asked.” 
· “Boy, oh boy, I’ve been getting Ds in chemistry but I got a B yesterday.” 
· “It looked as if he had picked the quiz questions from my list.” 
Steps in the SQ3R Method 
The title for this new higher-level study skill is abbreviated to make it easier to remember and to make reference to it simpler. The 
acronym SQ3R stands for the steps that the student follows in using the method: Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review. A 
description of each of these steps is given below.  
1. Survey Skim the following: the title of the chapter, the introduction, the table of 
contents and any illustrations, charts or graphs and the summary paragraph. Note any unknown vocabulary and find a definition. Most 
importantly, skim the section headings and the first sentences of each paragraph to find the main points that will be developed. This 
orientation should not take more than a few minutes (make a conscious effort to look only at the headings, etc.) but will help you to 
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organize the ideas as you read them later. For more information on skimming, see the Kwantlen handout “Tips on Getting the Most 
from your Reading”.  
2. Question Turn the first heading, or the first sentence of the first paragraph, into a question. (Think of the game show “Jeopardy!”) 
This will arouse your curiosity and so increase your active involvement and comprehension, and the question will 
make important points stand out while explanatory detail is recognized as such. Turning a heading into a question can be done 
instantly upon reading the heading, but it demands a conscious effort on your part to make this a query for which you must read to find 
the answer. 
3. Read Read to answer that question, i.e., to the end of the first headed section. This is not a passive plodding along each line, but an 
active search for the answer. Underline only key words--never whole paragraphs. Use a dictionary if necessary to look up unfamiliar 
vocabulary. The reader should definitely have in mind what he wants to learn as he reads each section and not just passively read it 
line by line. 
4. Recite Having read the first section, look away from the book and try briefly to recite in your own words the answer to your 
question (aloud, if possible). If you can do this you know what is in the section; if you can’t, skim the section again and repeat the 
exercise of reciting. An excellent way to do this reciting from memory is to jot down cue phrases in outline form on a sheet of paper. 
Make these notes very brief! Now repeat steps 2, 3, and 4 on each subsequent headed section. That is, turn the next heading into a 
question, read to answer that question, recite the answer and check your accuracy. Read in this way until the entire chapter is 
completed, taking very brief breaks between sections as needed. 
5. Review When the chapter or selection has thus been completely read, look over your notes to get a bird’s-eye view of the points and 
their relationship to one another. Check your memory by reciting the major points under each heading and the subpoints under each 
major point. You can do this by covering up the notes and trying to recall the information. Review daily during the period of time 
before your exam. 
Summary 
These five steps of the SQ3R Method, if applied and practiced, should result in an increase in reading comprehension, an improved 
ability to identify important points and better retention of the material. You should also discover one other worthwhile outcome: 
happily, test questions will seem familiar, because the headings you turned into questions are usually the points the instructor will 
emphasize on exams!  
Sources: University of Illinois website and Fraser, L. (1996). Making your mark (5th ed.) December 2002 
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Unit III 
 

Figures of Speech 
1. Alliteration 

The repetition of an initial consonant sound. 

 Alice's aunt ate apples and acorns around august. 
 Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. 
 Becky's beagle barked and bayed, becoming bothersome for Billy. 
 We felt dreary and dismal in the darkness of the night. 
 Carries cat clawed her couch, creating chaos. 
 She shouted and shooed the sheep to the shelter. 
 Dan's dog dove deep in the dam, drinking dirty water as he dove. 
 She sees sheep sleeping. 
 Show Shawn Sharon's shabby shoes. 
 Fred's friends fried Fritos for Friday's food. 
 Boil the butter and bring it by the bank. 
 Garry's giraffe gobbled gooseberry's greedily, getting good at grabbing goodies. 
 Hannah's home has heat hopefully. 
 Kim comes to cut colorful kites. 
 Baby Bobby bed bounced better by bedtime before Billy bounced. 
 Isaac's ice cream is interesting and Isaac is imbibing it. 
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 Paula planted the petunias in the pot. 
 Jesse's jaguar is jumping and jiggling jauntily. 
 Kim's kid's kept kiting. 
 Larry's lizard likes leaping leopards. 
 The dog was dead as a doornail. 
 Mike's microphone made much music. 
 An ape ate Ace's acorn. 
 Cory collected cola cans counting continuously. 
 Orson's owl out-performed ostriches. 
 Bertha Bartholomew blew big, blue bubbles. 
 Peter's piglet pranced priggishly. 
 Zachary zeroed in on zoo keeping. 
 Now Beowulf bode in the burg of the Scyldings, Leader beloved, and long he ruled in fame with all folk since his father had 

gone. 
 Quincy's quilters quit quilting quickly. 
 Eric's eagle eats eggs, enjoying each episode of eating. 
 Ralph's reindeer rose rapidly and ran round the room 
 She left the Heaven of Heroes and came down to make a man to meet the mortal need. A man to match the mountains and the 

sea, the friendly welcome of the wayside well. 
 Sara's seven sisters slept soundly in sand. 
 Larry's lizard likes leaping. 
 How glutted with gore he would guzzle his fill. 
 Tim's took tons of tools to make toys for tots. 
 The sibilant sermons of the snake as she discoursed upon the disposition of my sinner's soul seemed ceaseless. 
 We felt dreary and dismal in the darkness of the night. 
 Uncle Uris' united union uses umbrella's. 
 Behemoth, biggest born of earth, up-heaved His vastness. 
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 My style is public negotiations for parity, rather than private negotiations for position. 
 Vivien's very vixen-like and vexing. 
 What a tale of terror, now, their turbulency tells! 
 Cunningly creeping, a spectral stalker. 
 Walter walked wearily while wondering where Wally was. 
 Nick's nephew needed a new notebook. 
 Xavier's x-rayed his xylophone. 
 Their taut tails thrashing they twist in tribute to the titans. 
 Yarvis yanked you at yoga, and Yvonne yelled. 
 "Gee, Great Aunt Nellie, why aren't any golden goldfinches going to the goodies?" "Oh," said Aunt Nellie, "They thrive on 

thistle and I thoroughly thought that I threw the thistle out there". - ('Thank you for the Thistle' by Dorie Thurston) 
 I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet. 
 The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation. 
 When far away an interrupted cry. 
 Bye, baby bunting, Daddy's gone a-hunting, gone to get a rabbit skin, to wrap baby bunting in. 
 Whereat, with blade, with bloody blameful blade, he bravely breach'd his boiling bloody breast. 
 My style is public negotiations for parity, rather than private negotiations for position. 
 Zigmund Zane zig-zagged through the zany zoo zone. 
 The pleasant prince pleaded for peace. 
 See Sally sell seashells by the seashore. 
 I have stood still and stopped the sound of feet, when far away an interrupted cry came over houses from another street (From 

the poem 'Acquainted With the Night' by Robert Frost) 
 Uri Udall usually used his unique, unusual unicycle. 
 Garry gathered the garbage. 
 Through three cheese trees three free fleas flew. 
 Sara's seven sisters slept soundly. 
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 While these fleas flew, freezy breeze blew. Freezy breeze made these three trees freeze. Freezy trees made these trees' cheese 
freeze. That's what made these three free fleas sneeze. - (Dr. Seuss "Fox in sock") 

 Julie Jackson juggled the juicy, jiggly jello. 
 Hattie Henderson hated happy healthy hippos. 
 Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy a novel by John Le Carre. 
 Around the rugged rock the ragged rascal ran. 
 Sweeter thy voice, but every sound is sweet, myriads of rivulets, hurrying through the lawn, the moan of doves in immemorial 

elms, and murmuring of innumerable bees. - Alfred Tennyson 
 Deep into that darkness peering, doubting, dreaming dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before. - Edgar Allan Poe 

2. Anaphora 
The repetition of the same word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses or verses. (Contrast 
with epiphora and epistrophe.) 

3. Antithesis 
The juxtaposition of contrasting ideas in balanced phrases. 

4. Apostrophe 
Breaking off discourse to address some absent person or thing, some abstract quality, an inanimate object, or a nonexistent 
character. 

5. Assonance 
Identity or similarity in sound between internal vowels in neighboring words. 

6. Chiasmus 
A verbal pattern in which the second half of an expression is balanced against the first but with the parts reversed. 

7. Euphemism 
The substitution of an inoffensive term for one considered offensively explicit. 

8. Hyperbole 
An extravagant statement; the use of exaggerated terms for the purpose of emphasis or heightened effect. 
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9. Irony 
The use of words to convey the opposite of their literal meaning. A statement or situation where the meaning is contradicted by 
the appearance or presentation of the idea. 

10. Litotes 
A figure of speech consisting of an understatement in which an affirmative is expressed by negating its opposite. 

11. Metaphor 
An implied comparison between two unlike things that actually have something important in common. 

12. Metonymy 
A figure of speech in which one word or phrase is substituted for another with which it's closely associated; also, the rhetorical 
strategy of describing something indirectly by referring to things around it. 

13. Onomatopoeia 
The use of words that imitate the sounds associated with the objects or actions they refer to. 

14. Oxymoron 
A figure of speech in which incongruous or contradictory terms appear side by side. 

15. Paradox 
A statement that appears to contradict itself. 

16. Personification 
A figure of speech in which an inanimate object or abstraction is endowed with human qualities or abilities. 

17. Pun 
A play on words, sometimes on different senses of the same word and sometimes on the similar sense or sound of different 
words. 

18. Simile 
A stated comparison (usually formed with "like" or "as") between two fundamentally dissimilar things that have certain qualities 
in common. 

19. Synecdoche 
A figure of speech in which a part is used to represent the whole (for example, ABCs foralphabet) or the whole for a part 
("England won the World Cup in 1966"). 
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20. Understatement 
A figure of speech in which a writer or speaker deliberately makes a situation seem less important or serious than it is. 

 
Definitions for Figures of Speech and Sound Devices 
Alliteration- -repetition of consonant sounds in consecutive neighboring words to 
enhance the sound in a poem. 
Example: “Wooing wind” 
Allusion- -references to familiar historical or literary persons or events that readers are 
expected to recognize and which enrich a work by introducing associations from 
another context. 
Example: “Mariana in the moated grange” [Measure for Measure] 
Assonance- -the repetition of the same or similar vowel sounds, especially in stressed 
syllables. 
Example: “crusted”/ “rusted” 
Imagery- -words and phrases that describe what is seen, heard, smelled, tasted, or 
touched which when repeated in a pattern can help to convey a particular 
impression about a character or situation. 
Example: Crusted flower pots, rusted nails, broken sheds 
Metaphor- -a figure of speech containing a comparison of two things on the basis of a 
shared quality as if one thing were the other. 
Example: Not used in the poem. 
Onomatopoeia- -when the sound of a word echoes its meaning. 
Examples: “creaked”/ “shrieked” 
Personification- -endowing inanimate objects or abstract ideas with life or human 
characteristics. 
Example: “gray-eyed morn,” “dreamy house” 
Refrain- -a phrase or verse that is repeated at intervals in a song or poem. 
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Example: She said, “My life is dreary, 
He cometh not,” she said 
She said, “I am aweary, aweary, 
I would that I were dead.” 
Simile- -a figure of speech stating a comparison using like or as. 
Example: Not present in the poem 
Symbol- -a person, object, action, place or event that, in addition to its literal meaning, 
suggests a more complex meaning or range of meaning. 
Example: poplar tree 
Synecdoche- -the substitution of a part of the whole. 
Example: “old footsteps trod the upper floors.” 
 
 


